CHAPTER I

KNOWLEDGE AND TRUTH

B his chapter is devoted for a discussion of

knowledge and truth in Indian Philosophy. It essentially
deals with the fundamental concepts and presuppositions
of knowledge and truth " Epistemologica! and Ontological.

KNOWLEDGE :

The problem of knowledge (/nana) has long engaged
the attention of thinkers all over the world. What is the
nature of knowledge? What are the means of acquiring it?
What is the criterion of the truth of knowledge? Briefly,
these are some of the issues which comprise the subject
matter of the Epistemological queries that lead to the for-
mation of a theory of knowledge. Even a general survey of
the views of different scholars in Western Philosophy
regarding these issues shows that there are two groups of
Epistemologists, viz. the Sceptic and the Dogmatic. Accor-
ding to the former the problem of knowledge does not have
any solution but the dogmatists believe that it is capable of
being solved. In Indian Philosophy, though different sys-
tems have adopted divergent attitudes towards these issues,
yet even the materialist Carvakas attempt to analyse know-
ledge and its means in their own way and thus obviously are
of the view that the problem of knowledge is not beyond
solution. Therefore, it is clear that the specticism in this
regard has not clouded any school of Indian Philosophy.

As regards the nature of knowledge there is a sharp
difference of opinion among different systems of Indian
Philosophy. Some systems hold that knowledge is self-
luminous (svaprakasa). While the others assume that it
can be revealed only by some other means of cognition.